Ebsco Guide
Based out of Alabama, EBSCO Information Services is one of the world’s largest providers of eresources. The subscription provided through the BC Library Co-op makes available content from more
than 10,000 popular and academic magazines, reference books, plus images, covering all subject
areas, from current events and history to the arts and sciences. Many Canadian titles are included.

Option 1 – Conducting a general search for a news/magazine source
After logging in with your library barcode, you will be asked which databases you wish to search from. To be as
thorough as possible, it is advisable to use the “select all” option, as seen below.

After checking this box, click the gold continue button to reach the following page. Then type in your chosen
search terms. For example, on the following page “Russian culture” has been entered. Once entered, click
“search”

Note that this search relies at first on what is considered a “basic search”, as opposed to an “advanced
search.” In the following steps we will change our basic search into an advanced search by selecting different
options on the type of resource, the availability, and, in the second lesson, the subject of the results. The
publication date is another way to limit search results. Advanced searching from the page above, on the other
hand, allows the user to select these different options before they retrieve any results.
On the screen which opens, you will typically see a wide variety of results: periodicals (typically magazines or
newspapers), academic journal articles (considered the most reliable and verifiable form of truth in society,
although studies can be proven wrong), reviews (reviews of other research studies), and movie clips (news
clips and speeches). These different types of resources are useful for different purposes. See below:

If your results are too varied by the type of resource, or if you are simply looking for one kind of source, the results can be
narrowed. As can be seen below, this is done by selecting any of the options in the left-side column in the “Limit To”
section.

By clicking the “peer reviewed” box, my results were reduced from 1897 results to 565. Worth noting, some of these
results may not contain the full text of the article, and instead may be simply brief descriptions of the articles. This
absence of the full text may at first make the listing seem useless, but the reason behind having these descriptions and
abstracts is for researchers who want to retrieve the full text from other databases. There are in fact entire databases
simply containing abstracts. This distinction can be seen within the list of search results when a “PDF Full Text” link is
listed. Look at the arrows below:

If you only want results with full text, you can do so by simply returning to the “Limit To” section and click the
box titled “full text”. Limiting the results in this way often makes a significant difference. For example, our
search for Russian culture was reduced from 1,997 to 999 results, and if both “full text” and “peer reviewed”
are checked, it limits the results to 274.

Within the Ebsco database interface, you can also limit your results by source type. As seen below, this section
is directly beneath the “Limit to” section in the far left column of the page. In the example, magazines has been
selected as the source type we are interested in. By combining that option with full text only, we are able to
retrieve 518 results. Also note that the sources may be reduced by publication date, which can be important if
you are seeking up-to-date information (this is very important with science resources).

Within the Ebsco database, access to many magazines is provided, and the majority of these articles are not available
when searching in Google. In this case we see articles from Time Magazine, the Nation, and Russian Life. Note that in the
case of all three of these that there are political and other ideological influences. These influences in turn shape the
content and the tone of the content. If we click on the article titled “Russian Chicago”, the following page should come up:

As circled above, note the abstract. This provides a concise summary of the article and is almost always good to
read before reading the article. If the article seems to fit what you are looking for, then click the “PDF Full Text” link.
The article should appear in your browser, as can be seen below. Also, note the black bar directly above the article
with the options to save the article by downloading it and the option to print.

Option 2 -- Subject headings for a literature search on Shakespeare and the theme of
tragedy in Hamlet
To begin the search, you will be asked which databases you wish to search from. To be as thorough as
possible, it is advisable to use the “select all” option, as seen below. After checking this box, click the gold
continue button.

In this example, the goal is to find sources discussing the theme of tragedy in Shakespeare’s play Hamlet. A
simple way to start is to enter the following three terms: Shakespeare hamlet tragedy. It is important to doublecheck spelling in this database. These three words will retrieve roughly 400 results. The problem with so many
results is that many of the results may merely mention “Shakespeare”, “hamlet”, and/or “tragedy” briefly, but all
400 results probably will not discuss these three as their primary focus. Accordingly, you’ll want to narrow your
search. To do this, begin by checking the boxes to limit the search to “full text” and “peer reviewed”. Full text
refers to search results which have the entire text of the document, as opposed to simply an abstract; and peer
reviewed refers to the process in which academics and researchers anonymously evaluate (review) an article
or study before publication. Already, selecting these two options reduces the results to roughly 60 results, as
seen below. Also note that the sources may be reduced by publication date, which can be important if you are
seeking up-to-date information (this is very important with science resources).

If you wish to narrow these sources even further, you can easily do so by selecting one of the “subjects” in the Limit To
column. These are assigned by professionals to search-listings when a specific subject (or multiple subjects) are the main
focus of an article. Below you’ll see that one of the options is “tragedy”. If we check this box, then five results will be
retrieved:

If we look at the results retrieved, all seem to relate to tragedy:

If we select the second result by clicking on the title, the abstract shows more specifically how the article discusses
tragedy. Reading the abstract is useful for unpacking what the article really discusses and whether it is relevant for your
paper/project.

Within this page, also note options on the far-right side of the screen, under the header “tools”. In particular, users can cite
the article in whatever format they want (MLA, APA, Chicago, etc), and they can save it to their account. Further down the
list there is the option to “share” the article through common social media and email platforms. Accounts can be created
by clicking the sign-in option at the top of the screen (as seen in the second screenshot below).

Creating an Ebsco account allows to save searches (as an ongoing search history) and search results.

